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1 	 Archives of the International 
Prisoners of War Agency (2007)	
Recollection of one of the greatest tragedies 

	 of the 20th century, which confronted the ICRC 
with new humanitarian issues.

2 	 League of Nations Archives (2009) 	
Unique testimony of States’ will to create the 
first intergovernmental organisation to safe-
guard peace and cooperation.

3 	 Song of the Nibelungs, a heroic 
	 poem from mediaeval Europe (2009)	

Famous medieval epic which recounts the ex-
ploits of Siegfried, of which one of the most 
complete copies is kept in the Abbey Library   
of Saint Gall. Joint inscription with Germany. 

4 	 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Geneva  
and Neuchâtel Collections (2011)	
Collections, including original manuscripts 

	 and rare printed books, making it possible to 
understand the significance of the work of this 
central figure of the Enlightenment. 

5 	 The Montreux Jazz Festival Legacy 
(2013)	
More than 5’000 hours of audio and video recor-

	 ded concerts since the creation of the festival 
by the visionary Claude Nobs.

6 	 Bibliotheca Bodmeriana (2015)	
One of the most important private libraries in 
the world, showing 3’000 years of evolution of 
human thought through «world literature» 
(Weltliteratur).

7 	 Statements made by Indigenous 
Peoples at the United Nations (2017)	
Essential documentation that testifies to the 
fight of indigenous peoples for the recognition 
of their rights.

8 	 Documentary heritage of the former 
Abbey of Saint Gall in the Abbey 
Archives and the Abbey Library of 
Saint Gall (2017)	
1’300 uninterrupted years of history: a unique 
treasure amongst the European monastic ar-
chives and libraries.

9 	 Records of the Smallpox Eradication 
Programme (2017)	
A milestone in the history of medicine – docu-
mentation of the campaign led to eradicate this 
highly contagious disease.
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An African Song (Song of Slaves), Barbados © Gloucestershire Archives

Leaf from Tarikh-E-Khandan-E-Timuriyah, India © Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Library, Bihar

Bayeux Tapestry, France © Wikimedia

The «Memory of the World» Programme was estab-
lished by UNESCO in 1992 to promote the preservation 
of documentary heritage, threatened not only by neglect 
or the ravages of time but also by willful destruction.

In addition to its conservation efforts, Memory of the World also promotes 

universal access to the world’s documentary heritage and raises awareness 

of its existence and significance. As part of the programme, the Memory of 

the World Register lists documents and collections of outstanding value 

for the history of humanity, reflecting the diversity of this heritage.

www.unesco.ch
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